TALKS  WITH  YOUNG   OBSERVERS

deliberate scrutiny, I saw a female cowbird alight
upon the ground and carefully deposit some small
object there, and then, moving a few inches away,
remain quite motionless. Without taking my eyes
from the spot, I walked straight down there. The
bird flew away, and I found the object she had
dropped to be a little speckled hird's egg still warm.
I saw that it was the egg of the red-eyed vireo. It
was punctured with two holes where the bird had
seized it; otherwise it had been very carefully han-
dled. For some days I had been convinced that a
pair of vireos had a nest in my maple, but much
scrutiny had failed to reveal it to me.

Only a few moments before the cowbird appeared
I had seen the happy pair leave the tree together,
flying to a clump of trees lower down the slope of
the hill. The female had evidently just deposited
her egg, the cowbird had probably been watching
near by, and had seized it the moment the nest was
vacated. Her plan of course was to deposit one of
her own in its place.

I now made a more thorough search for the nest,
and soon found it, but it was beyond my reach
on an outer branch, and whether or not the cow-
bird dropped one of her own eggs in place of the
one she had removed, I do not know. Certain am
I that the vireos soon abandoned the nest, though
they do not always do this when hoodwinked in this
way.
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